




1 Corinthians 11 
(p. 539)



Translation Problems…



I praise you for remembering me in 
everything and for holding to the 
teachings, just as I passed them on to 
you. 

1 Corinthians 11:2 NIV84



For this reason, and because of the 
angels, the woman ought to have a 
sign of authority on her head. 

1 Corinthians 11:10 NIV84



That is why a wife ought to have a 
symbol of authority on her head, 
because of the angels. 

1 Corinthians 11:10 ESV



Therefore the woman ought to have 
a symbol of authority on her head, 
because of the angels. 

1 Corinthians 11:10 NASB



It is for this reason that a woman 
ought to have authority over her 
own head, because of the angels. 

1 Corinthians 11:10 NIV (2011)



1 Corinthians 11:1-2, 16-17



The churches have a 
TRADITION. Paul explains WHY.



1 Corinthians 11:3
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HEAD: SOURCE / IDENTITY / AUTHORITY



Then my head will be exalted above 
the enemies who surround me; at his 
sacred tent I will sacrifice with shouts of 
joy; I will sing and make music to the 
LORD.... My heart says of you, “Seek 
his face!” Your face, LORD, I will seek. 

Psalm 27:6, 8 NIV



You have delivered me from the 
attacks of the people; you have 
made me the head of nations. 
People I did not know now serve me, 

Psalm 18:43 NIV
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GIVES LIFE ←→ RECEIVES LIFE
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GIVES IDENTITY ←→ BEARS IMAGE
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GOD CHRIST MAN WOMAN

HOLDS AUTHORITY ←→ CHOOSES SUBMISSION
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1 Corinthians 11:4-6



My PHYSICAL head models my 
SPIRITUAL head.



When leading, I am ME 
representing MORE!



Women were LEADERS in 
Christian WORSHIP!!



1 Corinthians 11:7-12



A woman should take charge in 
expressing who she REALLY IS 

in God’s CREATED ORDER.
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Where are the angels?
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GOD CHRIST MAN WOMAN

Where are the angels?



Do you not know that we will judge 
angels? How much more the things 
of this life! 

1 Corinthians 6:3 NIV



1 Corinthians 11:13-16



Christians CHOOSE to reflect 
GENDER NORMS to express the 
HARMONY of God’s CREATION.



1 Corinthians 11:17-34



Is not the cup of thanksgiving for 
which we give thanks a participation in 
the blood of Christ? And is not the 
bread that we break a participation in 
the body of Christ? Because there is 
one loaf, we, who are many, are one 
body, for we all share the one loaf. 

1 Corinthians 10:16-17 NIV



We live as ONE BODY especially 
in COMMUNION.





We must remember we are the 
BODY of CHRIST, and how we 
LIVE should REFLECT that truth.










